The efficacy of guiding flange appliance in correcting mandibular deviation in the hemi-mandibulectomy patient. A correlative study.
This report describes the efficacy of a guiding flange appliance in correcting mandibular deviation in the hemi-mandibulectomy patient and correlates the time elapsed between surgery and placement of the appliance and the extent of initial mandibular deviation to the success rate of a guiding flange appliance in correcting the deviation. A total of 15 hemi-mandibulectomy patients participated in the study. All had various degree of mandibular shift consequent to surgery. The patients were given a guiding flange prosthesis for about 4 months, and the efficacy of the guiding flange prosthesis was calculated in terms of percentage deviation corrected after 4 months. Time elapsed between surgery and prosthetic rehabilitation was in inverse relation to the percentage correction in mandibular deviation at 4 months (B = -7.668; p = 0.002). The less the initial deviation postsurgery, the better the correction (B = 9.798; p = 0.008). Percentage correction of mandibular deviation is dependent on the timing of prosthetic rehabilitation. The less the initial deviation, the better the correction.